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OUTDOORS

PHOTO COURTESY OF DAVID xgi. GES
Back in its heyday, hunting groups like this (from left to right), with club secretary Henry Bri
Gov. Herbert R. O'Conor and Babe Ruth on Nov. 15, 1939, were common at Woodmont.

'Rich and very famous once hunted here &

Once upon a time, politiclans
courted sportsmen.

Maybe they weren't true lov-
ers of the outdoors, but pols
loved the he-man image and the
vote potential that came from
talking the talk. So they'd drag
themselves out of bed before
dawn and wrap themselves in
camo or hop in a fishing boat for
the photo opportunity.

One of my favorite pletures
shows an obviously uptight
Thomas E. Dewey, New York
jgovernor and 1948 presidential
! candidate, and a trout. Cold fish
‘meets dead flsh — talk about
separated at birth.

That’s not to say every lick of
it is political posturing. Teddy

Roosevelt inhaled the outdoors, The interior of the once-private Woodmont Rod and Gun Club
from camping in Yosemite with hasn*t changed much from the 19508, when this phnto was taken.
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Ouiddoors
John Muir to shooting big game

in Montana.
The National Rifle Associa-

thor's grandfather.

The Washinglon Evening
Star reparted that the 60 mem-
bers were “prominent private
citizens, members of both
houses of Congress and distin-
guished officers in the militery
and the naval services.”

While the elder Bridges wasn't
a charter member, he became
the most important one. ;

The first clubhouse on a bluff
overlooking the Potomac River
was a dive. After the second one
burned down in 1903, the club
seamed on the warore nf enllanse
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-:‘T&:Natlmmme;.:ﬂssnm:
tion museum in Northern Vir-
ginia displays a letter dated
March 20, 1961 from President
Kennedy to then-NRA president
John Schoolley, talking about

|:the pride that comes with being
4 lifetime member of the grotip.

‘And not only was Kennedy a
lifetime NRA member, but as a
senator he applied for and re-

| celved an'M-1 rifle from the Ar-

| my’s: Civillan' Marksmanship

[ Program to use in competition.

|~ Closer to home, the late state
comptroller ‘Louis Goldstein
loved to.shaot turkeys and

| pheasants on the Western Shore .

and waterfowl on the Eastern
‘Bhore. ‘Paul-Sarbanes, : Mary-
land's senlor senator; knows his
msummit of Backbone Moun-
taln, the ‘state’s highest peak.
‘Willlam Donald Schaefer and
Barbara Mikulski love to fish.

- Unfortunately these days in
Maryland we have too many

spend their time hacking away
at-tiny dimpled balls on over-
priced, over-fertilized flelds.’

I mention all this because I just
finished. reading The Bridges-of
Washington

Just-outside Hancock.

byterian minister in Virginia, uses
the club history as the foundation

1816, when Robert Ferguson
Scotland, to the present.

read .a 350-page family Bistory,
the story of the rod and gun club
serves as ‘a reminder that the
| sporting community ‘used to
| matter a great deal to big-name
| political leaders and those who,
wanted to be seen with them, -
Bix presidents visited
Woodmont: Garfield, Arthur,

and Teddy’s cousin, lin.
Babe Ruth shot. turkeys and
pheasants there, as did" heavy-
welght boxing champ Gene Tun-
ney, golfer Bobby Jones and the’
radlostars of Amos 'n” Andy.
That's not a bad guest list for
a spot that seems out of the wa
today, even with 1-68 just five
miles from the front door. %
- Back then; it cost $3,500 to
Join the club and $165 in annual
dues to stay ih. But for the rich
and famous, that 'was a small
price to pay to, paraphrase the

and otherwise hobnob”
thelr brother money bags. .

Woodmont was founded in
1870 and had as members a
“combination of people and
places far too improbable for the
taste of a fiction Wriger" aceord-.
Ing to Henry Bridges, the au-

with

“Seemeutn the Verge ot

.clib had a national reputation |

S willlng
‘to furnish funds at all times to
public officlals who would rather

County, a new book.
that traces the history .of the

Woodmont . Rod and Gun Club
i .- and a meatier
Author David Bridges, a Pres- -

story  of his farnily from

Bridges came to Baltimore from X
. : * White House for Christmas din-
|"."While you may. not want to,

Harrison, Cleveland, Hoover
Franklin. -

“way I can give them to the Preg)-

Wizard of Oz, “confer, converse :

In 1908, Bridges stepped in
and reorganized Woodmont
with him as secretary. He next

set about, designing a new lodge = AT®2 next door.

to stand where No. 2 did .and

the bullding yoir'll see today::an

1imposing stone and timber Sters
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ese days, the state operates

g £k . Woodmont under. a. coopgtative—
completed three years later. 1ty 1244k Walton League. The site is

- used to teach hunting to yoting-

dand women, and at eéttain

structure with a broad front times of the year the public can/

porch. The cavernous entrance -lunt.at"a pla
“hall is flanked by a dining rooms’ “the

that can seat. 150 and a lounge
of equal size

of animal

By the time it reopened, the

e‘once’ dubbed
Belros b 200
Maybe T wrong, but Tfbet

: fllled with orlginal - Heénry: Bridges would stifi“feel
Audubon pririts  and ‘hundreds - right at home, -
mounts. Upstairs, the - . I ;
“club has overnight accommods- available a
tlons for 35 guests. 3

David' Bridges’ bogk
_ 1 www. g ma-

ot

as a playground for the rich. A

wildlife magazine reported, “The
members, who are mostly -mil-
lionaires, are ready and

maintain the area: ... It is psti-
mated that the. aggregate
wealth of-the 60 members of the

club is at least $800 milion”
However, Bridges 'was not sat-
isfled with providing a-hunting’
and fishing preserve, his grand-.
son writes. Y = .
The businessman started a
game farm, breeding wild turkeys
of white-

; variefy
talled deer. By 1931, the two pairs
of birds on the property had
grown to 1,400 and the mega-deer
welghed up to 315 pounds.
- Ever the promoter,” Bridges
sent his super beasts to the

ners, and presidents responded
with thanks. -~ .
. David Bridges includes a 1943

FDR's secretary, to his grandfa- 1
ther that has a. certaln zany |
quality.to {t: . A :

' “Because of certain’ very rigid

House, I suggest that the turkeys
be addressed. to me and sent to |-
me at my home address — 7704 |
Morningside Dr., Washington, |
Dc.-mdpleasedomtputmym
tle on the address label. In this

dent and he is sure to get them.
This is strictly confidential”

Oh, yeah, and the armed
guards at the door aren't going
to notice that 20-pound bulge

ciation, 7:30 p.m.,'Pebbles Pub, 7

Today: Hike 5.7 miles in the>kdsion
area ul'Pa;apsegl Valley State PG
the

change. Bring lunch.-Mest2#G-4he
Glant/Wal-Mart parking lot, U.

410-753-0104

Duck’
Glles St. Free. Saturday, §-
Sunday, '10' a.m.- 4 p.m, Informatio
410-939-3738. » )

R4

> Lern basie bike Tainte-

m free seminar at ‘RET/Timo-
nium, 83 West Aylesbury Raad, 7
p.m.-§
41_0-252-5920._

30 p.m. .Inr_n'rmgpjpn:

r Sportfisherm

iy

letter from" Stephen Early, | 410-788-8626

at 9:45 a.m: Inforndtion:
before 9pm; ;L

Fair. On’ museum groundg 15

‘under your suit jacket.

Roosevelt was the last presi-
dent to visit Woodmont. By the
late 1950s, the club had lost
Bridges to:cancer and the spirit
of the hunt to modern - diver-

Items for the Outdoors Jourral '

may. be mailed to Outdeors Edilor,
The Baltimore Sun, 501 N: Calvest St.,
EBaltimore, MD 21278-0001. Pleasé:
clude time, date and locatiom of
‘events, as well'as a short descript}
ofplf_nm

sin-

o
€.

sions. In 1085, the membership.
was just 20, : iy

In 1995, the club and 1ts'3,420
acres were bought by the De-
partment of Natural Resources
for $3.1 million. It was natural
addition to the 2,600- Side-

Journal, go te mni;w.s:.’ms;_s_b

activities and a telephtn
for mare information. Plebs

Pedse
mail, listings four weeks before the
dale of the evens. S L

To read an:erpanded. Oaté‘i‘:gbrs :

tf




